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The Church vs the Church
—Living as exiles without resentment with other believers

How do we hold our differences lightly?

How can we demonstrate love in light of these differences?

The Church vs the World

—Living as exiles without resentment towards unbelievers

The need for institutions

The need for living differently

Tim Keller has spoken often of his vision of the church as “an alternative city within the
city that serves the city.”



Epistle to Diognetus

(Written by an unknown author to Diognetus who is thought to be the tutor of the
emperor Marcus Aurelius—c. 130 ad. This is chapter 5. There are 12 chapters total.)

Christians are not distinguished from other men by country, language, nor by the
customs which they observe. They do not inhabit cities of their own, use a
particular way of speaking, nor lead a life marked out by any curiosity. The
course of conduct they follow has not been devised by the speculation and
deliberation of inquisitive men. The do not, like some, proclaim themselves the
advocates of merely human doctrines.

Instead, they inhabit both Greek and barbarian cities, however things have fallen
to each of them. And it is while following the customs of the natives in clothing,
food, and the rest of ordinary life that they display to us their wonderful and
admittedly striking way of life.

They live in their own countries, but they do so as those who are just passing
through. As citizens they participate in everything with others, yet they endure
everything as if they were foreigners. Every foreign land is like their homeland to
them, and every land of their birth is like a land of strangers. They marry, like
everyone else, and they have children, but they do not destroy their offspring.
They share a common table, but not a common bed.

They exist in the flesh, but they do not live by the flesh. They pass their days on
earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, all the
while surpassing the laws by their lives.

They love all men and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and condemned.
They are put to death and restored to life. They are poor, yet make many rich.
They lack everything, yet they overflow in everything.

They are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor they are glorified; they are
spoken ill of and yet are justified; they are reviled but bless; they are insulted and
repay the insult with honor; they do good, yet are punished as evildoers; when
punished, they rejoice as if raised from the dead. They are assailed by the Jews
as barbarians; they are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are
unable to give any reason for their hatred.



